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. live and for me to die. Yet, who will be bestowed
upon a prosperous tomorrow, is it you or me?”
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“The time has come for me to leave; for vou to

ven though this quote some-

what resembles a  queslion

which Lalith posed from his

assassins themselves, these

were the words of 'Sophocles,'

the famous Greek philosopher.
And il was these words rephrased once more
in the words of Lalith in 1987, when he was
under medical treatment for one month and
a day due to a bomb blast at parliament: *1
was reminded that [ might have faced such
disasters constantly throughout my tansmi-
gration in accordance with Buddhism. It is
nol unaccustomed to me. I am ready to
accept this as [ have done in the past. Culmi-
ration might be at hand sooner than I realize.
Yet. that does not make me sorrowful or
leave me in consternation. Inwardly, 1 have
accepted the dissolution of my life. Yet, 1
have been attempting to be alive while feel-
ing it consciously and physically. But sooner
or later, life will be extorted form me. Life is
not something that is given yet something
that is being forcefully taken away.” — Lalith
Athulathmudali (Reflections on Life and
Death)

The biography of Lalith William (Samar-
asekera) Athulathmudali consists of a series
of chactic events that resemble burning pyro-
technics.

Higher education

Whenever he visited his most preferred
confidante in Switzerland. it had always been
2 much awaited affair. Even though he had a
conciliztory married life after the espousal, it
was a matter of living apant. When the first
child was born. there was not a servant that
could have helped and the second faced an
untimely death. [t took him 10 years to
embark on his political career. His Ministe-
rial staruses were confined to very shon
periods hence sustaining in those were some-
what a challenge and it was a matter of litiga-
tion for mere membership of party. He had to
spin others’ string due 1o so called ‘impeach-
ment”. The bomb which was aimed at J R fell
on 1o his lap. Owing to aspersing of others
even on tentative terms, his spouse separated
iromm him. Although he performed round-the-
cock for the sake of others, his heart was
mionmrad b 4 bollat which eama out frm a
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Even though Lalith
Athulathmudali had
addressed 138
meetings across the
country for the sake
of the clection
candidate during the
Presidential Election
campaign, soon after
the election results,
the heads of CWE
and Port which was
under Lalith's
administration, were
sent home by the
new President.
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Lalith had been continuing his studies in
England at Universities of Harvard and
Oxford for many years. Yet. it was a much
awaited period of 10 years after he returmed
(while practicing as a lawyer) that finally
took him [o embark on his political career
with the UNF.

often visited Sri Lanky gnd had the opportu-
nity of associating wigh the politicians of
various capacities, Ce.qderable numbers of
experts and imellecty,]s were accumulating
around J R swho was g pifliant politician, But
what | realized was (hy Lalith Athulathmu
dali was the mos( conpenial young politician
who was best suited 1 1R az well as the
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“Search for what
is right but not
for who is right,”

main artefact in order to explore the pre-

vailing truth. He designed a strategy fore-

seeing the succeeding challenges by
applying knowl- edge acquired

through education
locally and over-
seas. The chroni-
cally established
traditional Sri
Lankan social
. background was

the main state of difficulty

that needed to be resolved
during the implemen-
tation of his plan. cantile
agreements
and workshops

as the pertinent minis-
ter. Lalith met Srimani De Seram
in March 1978 who was attached to UNCTAD
in Switzerland, a friend of his brother Dayan-
tha Athulathmudali, Yet, he was only deter-
mined to get married in 19581 December. Due
lo non-availability of a registmar in Geneva
their marriage was registered through the
Sri Lanka Ambassador in Switzerland. A
small cvening function was armnged to cele-
brate the event where Dr. Gamini Corea, the
General Secretary of UNCTAD at the time (a
relative of Srimani) was of significant pres-
ence on the occasion. Although they got
married, they led separate lives in two differ-
ent countries until Srimani Athulathmuodali
returned to Sri-Lanka in 1952
Even after her arrival, it was a busy life

that Lalith had to lead due to the Presidential
Election in 1982, The arrival of his first baby
was the leading fz2ctor for him to implement
a policy for educztion and nutritien. The
birth of his davghter ‘Sarala’ and the imple-
mentation of the concept "every student is to
be provided with a free glass of milk.” tock
place hand in hard.

" Soon after. a student scholarskip scheme
namely "Mahapola® was introduced since
Lalith emphatically helieved that the young
genention should be well educated te build
prospective future. Purthermore. they sheuld
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https://digital-camscanner.onelink.me/P3GL/g26ffx3k

